
is one of the oldest public 
cemeteries in Michigan, founded in 
the wake of the terrible Utter murders 
in 1825. Initially, the cemetery 
consisted of 1/2 acre donated by Dr. 
Ziba Swan (Section A). The cemetery 
was enlarged in 1846 by another 1 
1/2 acres, and twice more before 
1904, enlarging it to about eight 
acres. It was cared for by private 
citizens until Martha Baldwin (see 
“19th Century Community Builders” 
tour) organized a group in 1885 that 
became the Greenwood Cemetery 
Association. In 1946, the City of 
Birmingham took over its operation.  
 
Many stories survive (and more are  
discovered every day) of the 
fascinating men and women who 
are buried here. Those mentioned in 
this self-guided tour brochure, 
“Birmingham’s Pioneers,” are but a 
few of many. Two other brochures, 
“19th Century Community Builders” 
& “20th Century Notables” feature 
individuals from those periods.   
 
The Friends of the Birmingham 
Museum conduct guided cemetery 
tours twice yearly, and also offer 
special private tours. For more 
information, contact the Birmingham 
Museum at 248-530-1928 or 
museum@bhamgov.org.   
 
The cemetery is open dawn to dusk 
and is located on Oak Street west of 
N. Old Woodward.   
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Detail of 
location of 
Taylors’ 
graves in 
Section E 



Birmingham, MI 
 

Birmingham’s  
Pioneers 

Early Settlers & Pioneers  

 
1. UTTER, Polly Dimon [1781-1825] &  
 Cynthia Ann [1811 -1825]--First             

burials; first murder victims in     
Bloomfield Township; cemetery 
established for their burial. Husband John 
[1780-1827]died two years later, leaving 
son Joseph [1809-1877] and daughter 
Mary Ann [1821-1877] orphans.  

2.  HAMILTON, Olive Prindle [1802-1845]-- 
Sister of Sarah and Margaret Prindle, 
(wives of Daniel & John West Hunter); 
wife of John Hamilton, second land 
owner in Birmingham (buried in Flint); 
notable poetic inscription on marker. 

3. DANIELS, John [1751-1832]--Only known 
Revolutionary War Veteran in      
cemetery; migrated to the area 
with sons Hiram and John Jr.                     
in 1831; family were associates                     
of George Washington. 

4.  WILLITS, Elijah [1792 - 1868]--            
Veteran of War of 1812, one                      
of first 3 land purchases (Dec.                   
1, 1818) on the Saginaw Indian Trail in 
what is now downtown Birmingham; 
tavern owner; farmer; businessman. 

5.  SWAN, Ziba, Dr. (Sr.) [1767-1847] (original 
monument stolen)--Veteran of War of 
1812; provided first half acre of land for 
cemetery (1825); Associate Judge of 
Circuit Court of Oakland County (1839-
1847); freemason. 

6.  HUNTER, John West [1793-1880] & 
Margaret Prindle [1795 –1856] Family Plot 
(includes second wife Sarah [1822 -1871], 
& youngest daughter Mary [1819-1846] 
(first settler child born in Birmingham)—First 
settler family in Oakland County (1819); 
farmer; early road commissioner; foundry 
owner; businessman; built first frame 
house (now at Birmingham museum).  

7.   DANIELS, Hiram [1801-1889] & Rhoda  
Bingham [1816-1862]—Migrated to early  

       settlement with brother John Jr. (buried in 
 Franklin Cemetery); farmer and landowner; 
 Rhoda was granddaughter of famous  

‘fire & brimstone’ Connecticut preacher. 
8.   FISH, Elijah (Deacon) [1791-1861]—Early 

settler whose mentally ill brother Imri 
committed the Utter murders; founded first 
local Presbyterian church; active abolitionist; 
founded the Oakland County Anti-Slavery 
Society in 1836 and helped found the 
Refugee Home Society to acquire land in 
Canada for people fleeing enslavement; 
collaborated with Black activist Henry Bibb. 

9.   CASWELL, Solomon [1796-1880]--Early settler 
in Troy; built large frame house in 1832 (now 
part of Troy Historic Village); veteran; served 
at Sackett’s Harbor in the War of 1812; 
brother Eli (also served near Sackett’s 
Harbor) & first wife Huldah buried with him.  

10. RAYNALE, Ebenezer, Dr. [1804-1881]—Early 
settler/physician/postmaster/humanitarian/
inventor; first state senator; founded 
Oakland County Medical Society; son 
Charles [1846-1922] also became a doctor. 

11. BLAKESLEE, Family Plot: Scriba [1796-1851] & 
 Thankful Caswell [1801-1834] & Amy Durfee
 Oatman [1814-1861]—Early pioneer; charter 
 member of Birmingham’s freemason lodge; 
 established successful sawmill and long line 
 of Birmingham merchant descendants.  
12. HUNTER, Elisha [1770-1851] & Hulda [1773-

1870]—migrated to Michigan with sons John 
West, Daniel, and Rufus; first white family in 
Oakland County (March, 1819); bought land 
in Southfield Twp; War of 1812 veteran.  

13.‘POTTER’S FIELD’ (unmarked burials)  [1848 -
1933]—The area in the southern cemetery 
sections of B and C used for unmarked 
graves; primarily used in the 1870s & 1880s  
(many children and infants); final burial there 
was in 1933 during the Depression.  
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14. TAYLOR, George [c1821 -1901] & Eliza  

Stull Cason [c1825-1902] (No marker; see 
detail on map for location)—Formerly 
enslaved people from Kentucky who 
settled in early Birmingham; George  
escaped via the Underground Railroad in 
1855 and Eliza came to the area seeking 
her biological mother after the Civil War.  
The couple farmed until purchasing 
property in 
Birmingham 
in 1893, the 
first formerly 
enslaved 
people to 
own property 
here. 


